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Greetings, everyone 
It’s been a somewhat patchy start to the season with the weather Gods ruling out play on a steadily 
growing number of occasions already this spring. It’s frustrating, I know, but Mother Nature rules. 
Fortunately, the weather forecast is for more favourable conditions this weekend, so here’s hoping! 
 

NEW RECRUITS 
A special welcome to our newest members who have signed up this month: Anna Johnston; Bianca 
Taylor and former Aucklander, Jason Draper and, as first year members, Terry Mullin (Associate 
Member and social member Michael Zeir. We hope you enjoy your time at the club and wish you all    
enjoyment and success on the greens. 
 

ROLL-UPS 
This season our greenkeeper, Tony McAlevey, has positioned the rink numbers  to help those people 
who come along for a roll up to use the  correct rinks.  He reports that if there are no numbers on 
the opposite bank, the green is playing the other way.  The main reason for this is that sometimes it 
is necessary to rest areas of the green, or there may have been some work on a portion of the green 
that needs to be avoided.  Tony thanks you all for your help in this matter. 
 

MELBOURNE CUP TIME 
Members are reminded that the Melbourne Cup is run late afternoon on Tuesday November 5th and 
the club and bar will be open for the day.   Cup Sweeps for values $2, $5, $10 and $20 are on the 
pavilion boards now.  Please note:  TAB betting terminals will not be operating in the clubrooms this 
day. Come along and join in the fun. 
 

GREENS UPDATE 
Number 1 Green 
This green was finally in a condition good enough for play on Saturday 21st of September for Pelorus 
and AON and then on Sunday 22nd for the Mixed Fours and the green played very well.  The 
bare/weak areas were soiled again with seed late last month and have taken reasonably well.  We 
are still some time away from these areas being completely filled in, however the signs are 
encouraging. 
 
Number 2 Green 
It has been a little frustrating for greens staff at not being able to access this green as they wanted to 
get it ready for play.  The large bare areas are filling in well however will need another soiling with 
bulbils to level the green and take the unevenness out of these areas.  Tony is mowing this green a 
little higher than the playing height, and this coming week  he plans to lower the mower rake to give 
it a decent cutting, then he will start using the Smooth Cut mower on it at the playing height.  This 
should encourage the weed to spread and fill in the weaker areas.  The green has a lot of Pearl Wort 
weed growing in it, however, at this stage, he is not overly concerned. 



With the help of the weather, Tony hopes to have this green ready for play sometime during the 
second week in November. 
 

COACHING AVAILABLE 
The Skills and Drills sessions on Friday afternoons starting at 4pm have commenced with a very poor 
response from club members (3 attending the first day) reported convenor Moe Kelly. Coaches are 
being advised that certain players need assistance; however these people are not coming forward 
for assistance.  
 
For the club to be competitive in the various competitions, players are encouraged to practice and 
upskill themselves with constructive training programmes. Our club’s coaches have the resources to 
assist with this and members should consider taking up this offer.  
 
The Fitzroy BC women have followed up well after a successful last season topping the table after 
their first rounds in the Pennants competition.  Keep up the good form ladies! 
 

MEN'S TOURNAMENTS 
Club Mixed Fours played Sunday 22 September with six teams competed, and four qualifying. 
Kevin Neale will play Grant Pease and Merv Whittle will play Ian Adams at a date to be confirmed.   
 

WOMEN’S TOURNAMENTS 
Unfortunately for the third year in a row our 2 Bowl Triples Tournament to be held on the 30th 
September was cancelled due to the weather. 
 

HEALTH AND SAFETY 
With the completion of the upgrade to the clubrooms, as the Health & Safety Convenor for the club, 
Moe Kelly undertook to get a representative from the FENZ (Fire and Emergency New Zealand) to 
check out the Emergency Procedures along with the equipment available in case of a fire or other 
emergency. As a result, there are several items that required attention and work is well under way 
to put the changes in place. 
 

SOCIAL AND WELFARE 
Sympathy Card:   Garry Kerr's wife and family. 
 
Get Well Cards to Fay Wright, Wally Wall and our head painter Jeff Blyde who is making good 
progress following knee sugery. 
Sorry you are leaving card sent to Francis Butler, wishing her well in her retirement and thanking her 
for all the work for the club she has done over many years. 
 

PAVILION/HIREAGE 
Revenue for September was $1417.25 with 105 people coming through the club at these functions. 
Heading into October we have a booking every Saturday with Labour weekend being booked out. 
 
Many thanks to those members who have volunteered their time to assist these groups enjoy some 
bowls; we couldn’t hold these functions without your help. 
 

BUSINESS HOUSE BOWLS 
This popular annual event is almost over-subscribed. Event convenor, Derek Moles, already has 23 
teams registered for the two series. Great work, Derek. 
 
 



GRANTS 
FCB has been granted $1800 from the Pelorus Trust for prizes for the Men’s Pelorus Series and also 
$2000 from the NZ Community Trust towards Linda’s wages which is much appreciated. 
 

WIFI PASSWORD 
We now have a new WIFI password in the club. It is: Fitzroy Bowl!!!  Yes, 3 exclamation marks at the 
end. 

 
LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
I have heard bowlers talking about the 2020 Taranaki Open Fours and saying that they are too old or 
too inexperienced to contemplate playing in the time-honoured tournament. Well ,I have just 
received an entry from the Auckland area from three first year bowlers and one second year bowler.  
 
We need to be shaking the tree and reminding our bowlers that this is our ‘flagship’.  This is when we 
all come together and show the visitors what Taranaki fellowship and good cheer means. 
We get out there and do our best, accept the result and then move on. 
 
Let’s get some more Taranaki entries; I am relying on Taranaki lawn bowlers to help me drive this.  
 
Entries Close on November 15.Fee $2.0 per team. 
 
PETER SCOTT 
Bowls Taranaki Executive Officer 
 

In closing remember: “Hard work beats talent when talent doesn’t work hard”  

Good bowling 

TONY BIRD 

Communications Convenor 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 


